
Thank you again for continued support during a time that is challenging and 

uncertain for all of us. 

  

The reason for the ‘closure’ is to protect pupils and staff from an unwarranted level 

of infection and transmission of Corona Virus, recognising also that schools would 

have found themselves with an increased number of staff absences – due to illness 

or self-isolation – making normal provision ever more difficult to sustain. The 

school will therefore be closed to most pupils and staff for the time being. The 

majority of our staff will be working from home, fulfilling their normal 

professional duties as best they can. 

  

However, as you will have realised the ‘closure’ announcement requires the school 

to remain ‘open’ to provide lunch and supervised activity for the children of ‘key 

workers’, or who are supported with an Education, Health & Care Plan (EHCP) 

and other vulnerable children.  This is an offer to parents and carers and there is no 

requirement for parents and carers to send their children to school if they do not 

need or wish to do so. 

  

Those in receipt of Free School Meals you will be contacted separately by text 

message. 

  

Further to my email yesterday the Secretary of State has now updated his definition 

of ‘key worker’ 

The following key public services have now been added: 

 Local and national government (This only includes those 
administrative occupations essential to the effective delivery of the 
COVID-19 response or delivering essential public services such as 
the payment of benefits, including in government agencies and arms 
length bodies). 

 Food and other necessary goods (This includes those involved in 
food production, processing, distribution, sale and delivery as well as 
those essential to the provision of other key goods (for example 
hygienic and veterinary medicines). 

 Public safety and national security (This includes police and 
support staff, Ministry of Defence civilians, contractor and armed 



forces personnel (those critical to the delivery of key defence and 
national security outputs and essential to the response to the COVID-
19 pandemic), fire and rescue service employees (including support 
staff), National Crime Agency staff, those maintaining border security, 
prison and probation staff and other national security roles, including 
those overseas). 

 Transport (This includes those who will keep the air, water, road and 
rail passenger and freight transport modes operating during the 
COVID-19 response, including those working on transport systems 
through which supply chains pass). 

 Utilities, communication and financial services (This includes 
staff needed for essential financial services provision (including but 
not limited to workers in banks, building societies and financial 
market infrastructure), the oil, gas, electricity and water sectors 
(including sewerage), information technology and data infrastructure 
sector and primary industry supplies to continue during the COVID-
19 response, as well as key staff working in the civil nuclear, 
chemicals, telecommunications (including but not limited to network 
operations, field engineering, call centre staff, IT and data 
infrastructure, 999 and 111 critical services), postal services and 
delivery, payments providers and waste disposal sectors). 

  

Since the entire process of closure is intended to limit social contact, we must 

restrict this provision to those who qualify and genuinely need it. Please be 

aware that you will be required to provide verification of ‘key worker’ status.  

  

The government have made it very clear that, many parents working in these 

critical sectors may be able to ensure their child is kept at home. Every child who 

can be safely cared for at home should be. 

  

We have been preparing for a closure across a number of weeks. On Monday, 

those parents who have received a staff led phone call and those who have 

responded to Key Worker emails and have provided verification, will need to go to 

the main Reception at 09:00.  From Tuesday onwards, the school will be open 

from 08:55am - 3:15pm.   

  



For those parents who have not had the opportunity to do so yet, will need to go 

the hall from 08:30 with proof that you are a key worker. 

  

Children attending school will need to be dressed in full school uniform and bring 

in both their games and PE kit.  Every pupil will have a daily programme of 

learning activities provided. 

  

The closure is, of course, an excellent opportunity to promote other worthwhile 

learning beyond just the school tasks that are set. It will be a chance to read books, 

to practise musical instruments, to learn new skills (in the kitchen, perhaps), or to 

explore other new aspects of learning, including beginning to investigate. 

  

Later today Mrs Smalldridge and Mrs Taylor will be emailing you in regards to 

online learning and activities for your child.  They will also explain how you can 

liaise with staff in your child’s year group.  
 

I would urge all parents to plan for, and regulate, the activity of your children 

during the ‘closure’; in particular, but not only, limiting screen-time and providing 

alternative and creative options. A regular pattern: “school work, lunch, physical 

exercise, free-time” may well help. 

 We do not know how long this situation will continue for, but our thoughts go out 

to Year 6 as this is their final year at Beam and they have been working incredibly 

hard with their studies.  Please know that we will meet up and celebrate your 

journey with us.  

  

As always, I will keep you updated with further developments.  

  

Yours sincerely, 

  

 Tracey A Whittington 
(Headteacher) 



 


