
Dear Parents 

  
I hope this email finds you well. I would like to thank you for the supportive 
approach that you have taken during these exceptionally challenging times.  
  
We are conscious that home computer or tablet facilities may be limited for some 
families and are often shared; so, we will be trying our best to ensure there is a 
good variety of activities that are not all are screen-based.  
  
If needs be, pupils will be able to communicate with their teachers via Google 
Classroom. You can address any queries via your child’s year group email account. 
These channels of communication are monitored and recorded, for the 
safeguarding of pupils and staff. 
  
Weekly planning is shared across the year group and is emailed to your email 
accounts on Monday for that week.  
  
We recommend that you check your emails on a Monday when you will receive 
the weekly planning. If there are any queries, please email the year group 
(address is on the How to Support Learning Parent Fact Sheet).  
 
 

Now that Google Classroom has been implemented - please see the attached help 
sheet (Google Classroom) written by Miss Thomas - tasks will be interactive. 
Presently, tasks consolidate learning; however, we are looking at the use of 

videoing to teach new learning. Maths Factor does this effectively, so please use 

this – as the school has paid for this excellent resource.  
 

  
Older pupils should check Google Classroom to view their tasks every morning, 
plan the order in which they will be completed (you may need to guide them with 
this), and they should try to do ‘their work’ through until lunchtime. Please see 
the Parent Fact Sheet – How to Support Home Learning.   
  
Please remember that the school has already paid for Bug Club, Maths Factor, 
Spelling Shed and for some pupils Lexia – please use these fantastic 
resources.  Let your child know that we can see when they logged on and how 
long for! 
  
We will need the help of parents to check and sometimes work alongside your 
child, especially as some tasks will not be submitted electronically. We know 



some pupils will be unwell, at times, and accept that this may delay the 
completion of activities; but they can and should all be done later, if needs be.  
  
So long as pupils manage to avoid illness, and are not subject to any quarantine 
restrictions, we would also encourage everyone in our community to sustain a 
regular pattern of physical exercise: cycling, walking or running, once a 
day. Barking Abbey will be posting activities via their twitter account 
@BandDSSP.  
  
  
Free School Meals 

Parents in receipt of Free School Meals should have received an email from the 
school regarding the government’s voucher scheme which was issued, today, 31st 
March 2020.   

 Those in receipt will receive a single voucher to the value of £15 each week for every 
child eligible for benefits-related free school meals who is not attending school.   

 Funding will be combined where a family has more than one child eligible for 
benefits-related free school meals 

 An ‘eCode’ will be sent directly to the parent or carers of the pupils(s) eligible for 
free school meals - they will need to choose an eGift card from a range of 
supermarkets 
 
 
Redeeming the vouchers 
Once families have received their voucher, they will be able to redeem them in-store 
at the selected retailer by either: 

 presenting the voucher on a smartphone or tablet 
 presenting a paper copy of the voucher 

 
Families are free to select the most appropriate food and drink for their child. When 
selecting products, we encourage families to consider health and nutrition. 
The School Food Standards may act as a useful guide for families. 
 
The vouchers should not be redeemed for any age-restricted items, such as alcohol, 
cigarettes or lottery tickets. 
 
  
There are several online resources available to support families in preparing healthy 
and nutritious food, including on the NHS Eat Well website. 
 
  
Easter 
 
Thank you to the key worker parents that responded regarding Easter provision.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/standards-for-school-food-in-england
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/?tabname=recipes-and-tips


 
Accordingly, the school will be closed over the Easter period from 8th April – 17th 
April.   
 
The Secretary of State for Education, Gavin Williamson has commented that,  
 
‘During this time of crisis school leaders, teachers and support staff are doing 
essential work – caring for the children of key workers and vulnerable children’ he 
said that he is proud of the work we are doing.’   

 

I would like to echo this sentiment and praise every single staff member at Beam for their 
unwavering commitment and passion to the school and your children.  
 
Over the Easter period, as usual, staff will not be available to send work or deal with 
queries. They will be having a well-deserved rest – both mentally and physically. During 
these unprecedented times, all staff at Beam have worked incredibly hard to adapt to 
constantly changing and challenging circumstances; emotionally we have found it very hard 
as we care very deeply about your children and miss them.  
 
Again, I would like to thank staff for showing resilience and strength – coming into school 
despite their own anxieties and fears for their families. We also wish you and your families a 
very Happy Easter that is filled with plenty of love and happiness. 

  
  
 Yours faithfully, 
 
 

 
 

Miss T Whittington 
 


