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Dear Parents, 

Firstly, I hope that you all had an enjoyable Easter with your family and that you are all safe 
and well.  

On behalf of all at Beam, I would like to thank you for the many and varied messages of 
support and appreciation that we have received.   We all recognise the many challenges that 
families are facing and admire the fact that most of you have put at the forefront the health 
and safety of your children.  

I am immensely grateful to all those staff members who have volunteered for our on-site 
supervision rota during the Easter closure period for our key workers who are sustaining 
vital services for us all; and to all the staff members who have tirelessly worked, despite 
their own anxieties and worries.  

Online Learning 

Whilst we understand that not all pupils have access to computers, iPads or mobile phones 
– most do. Accordingly, any online work should take no longer than 3 hours.  

If families do not computer access, activities such as shops (money), telling the time, 
learning timetables off by heart, reading newspapers, books, writing stories, discussing films 
or documentaries, keeping a diary are all of importance.   

A new online learning page (http://beamcountyprimaryschool.org/learning-and-
teaching/online-learning) has been designed to assist families with Google Classroom and 
other activities, please keep visiting as there will be periodic updates.  We will also aim to 
publish videos on activities/learning that you can do at home with your child.  

Prior to the Easter break, not many pupils followed a good daily routine during the school 
week.  Whilst a few children have been using Bug Club, Maths Factor and Spelling Shed – 
there needs to be an increase in its use.  This is a fantastic resource which the school pays 
for.  We also suggest that your child should log into Google Classroom at a sensible time in 
the morning, and complete the day’s tasks, usually by lunchtime, then enjoy physical activity 
and free-time.  We would ask for your support in maintaining an appropriate daily ‘rhythm’ 
for school days.  
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The online learning activities offers both consolidation of prior learning and relevant new 
material. Some, but not all, tasks will be submitted by pupils for review or marking. It does 
however matter that all tasks are completed with genuine determination and a focus on 
‘maximising learning’.  

We are able to see when pupils have logged on and completed tasks.  I am pleased to note 
that some pupils have been putting in an enormous amount of effort.  Pupils (and parents) 
will be contacted to congratulate them on their hard efforts.  In the meantime, I would like 
to congratulate: 

For completing a 1 level in Lexia: 

 Year 3 – Denas 

 Year 3 – Margarita 

 Year 5 – Sinita  

For completing 2 levels: 

 Year 2 – Zarin  
 

COVID-19 Advice and Support for Parents 

We understand that this is a challenging time for all and have put together some 

information on our website which you will find very useful, please read its contents in detail:  

http://beamcountyprimaryschool.org/covid-19-advice-and-support-for-parents 

 

Return to ‘normal’ school attendance  

Some parents have been asking and there has been considerable speculation in the media 
regarding the re-opening of schools. In the absence of a published plan or clear national 
leadership announcements, the lack of clarity will be filled with different opinions with 
varying levels of merit. England has amongst the highest class sizes, lowest staffing ratios, 
and most densely filled school buildings in Europe.  Teaching unions have made it clear that 
‘…an early return to full school population will mean an increased risk to our members and 
the children in their care…’ 

It is also important to remember that schools have not closed: we continue to provide 
supervision on-site for the children of key-workers and others in need, including doing so 
through the Easter holiday, alongside the programme of remote learning activities. 
Secondly, schools will – of course – resume normal attendance in the weeks or months 
ahead; but we don’t know when!  

As social distancing is the nation’s response to limit the transmission of infection; there is 
also a reasonable duty to protect vulnerable family members of pupils and staff, as well as 
all the members of our school community.  

http://beamcountyprimaryschool.org/covid-19-advice-and-support-for-parents
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Any return will be well-prepared for, which is why we also need your engagement with 
learning activities, so that we can continue to track knowledge based learning.  We will, of 
course, keep parents informed, as and when there are confirmed details. 

Wishing you all well. 

Yours faithfully, 

T A Whittington 

Ms T A Whittington
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