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Dear Parents, 

 
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement on Sunday, the Department for 

Education published revised guidance on Monday evening outlining a ‘route map’ for 

the gradual and phased opening of schools for pupils in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 

and year 6.  

I would like to assure parents that pupil and staff safety will remain the primary 

concern in any planning and that it may not be possible to welcome back all pupils in 

the way the prime minister described.  

I know that everyone in our school community – parents, pupils, teachers and 

governors – are eager to see us return to a full and normal pattern of school 

provision as soon as possible.  We are determined to make this happen, but we must 

remain mindful of the self-evident challenges that are particular to school 

environments.  

 

I would like to thank those parents that responded to our consultation.  Attached to 

this letter, for those parents who wish to read more, is a comment article from the British 

Journal of Child Health.   

 

Other key questions from parents include: 

Q.  Do I have to send my child to school? 

A. Parents will not be fined during this period and you do not have to send your child 

in. The Government guidance is that you are encouraged to do so.   

Q.  I have received a shielding letter, should I send my child in. 

A. The guidance states that,  

‘if someone in their household is extremely clinically vulnerable, they should 

only attend if stringent social distancing can be adhered to, and the child is 

able to understand and follow those instructions.’ 

I would advise that you should not send your child in, as stringent social distancing 

will not be possible in a school setting.  
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Q.  How can social distancing be maintained in a school? 

For the younger children, stringent social distancing will not be possible.  It is 

envisaged that children will remain in their smaller class groups –their ‘bubble’, whilst 

considering education, we are devising plans on how these groups will be kept away 

from other people and groups.  

Q.  Why are the younger children going in first? 

Guidance states: 

‘We will prioritise younger children in the first phases of wider opening, for 

several reasons. Firstly, because there is relatively high scientific evidence 

indicating that younger children are less likely to become unwell if infected 

with coronavirus; and secondly, because of the particularly detrimental impact 

that time spent out of education can have upon them.’ 

However, those working in the medical profession have advised that whilst children 

are less likely to become unwell if infected, they are as equally likely to contract 

COVID-19 as an adult and they become carriers.  This means that if infected, your 

child may not become ill, but they will carry the virus home and spread it within your 

family. 

I would also like to point out, that the true figures and impact on children is not yet 

known, as children were isolated quite early on during this pandemic. More scientific 

evidence is urgently needed, as I would not want the health and safety of our pupils 

to be jeopardised.  A parent commented that for the sake of a month and a half, they 

would rather ensure that their child and family were safe – I could not agree more.  

Q.  Can my child wear a face covering? 

The guidance states: 

‘Wearing a face covering or face mask in schools or other education settings 

is not recommended. Face coverings may be beneficial for short periods 

indoors where there is a risk of close social contact with people you do not 

usually meet and where social distancing and other measures cannot be 

maintained, for example on public transport or in some shops.’ 

I say that, yes, your child can wear a face covering if that is your wish.  Studies have 

indicated that coverings can help prevent the spread of viral infections. If face 

coverings are beneficial for adults, why are they not beneficial for children?  Parents 

would also need to teach their child how to use them.  

Q.  When will the school open? 

When it is safe for your child and adults within the school.  

We are tirelessly developing new models of provision in a way that maximises the 

effectiveness of our teaching, sustains pastoral care for the well-being of students, is 

achievable within existing staff resources, and – most importantly - safeguards health 

and well-being for all involved. We are planning how best we can achieve this. As you can 

imagine, there are many aspects and details to consider. We envisage that there will be 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020/actions-for-education-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020/actions-for-education-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings#additional-questions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings#additional-questions
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no immediate change to the provision of remote learning.  Nevertheless, as soon as 

more information becomes available, I will inform you. 

 

We are sure that you share our determination to open again as fully as we can, 

whilst at the same time guarding the safety and well-being of our pupils and staff.  

When we do return, a collective effort will be required to ensure that the 

education of our children is pushed and driven.  Given this unprecedented 

situation, now is the time to prioritise health. I would like to thank the staff for their 

unwavering dedication and commitment towards our children.  

 

I would also like to thank you for your continuing help, support and 

encouragement. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

T Whittington 

Miss T A Whittington (Headteacher) 

 


