
Dear Parents, 

  

Thank you again for your sustained support throughout these challenging times. 
Many of you have taken the time to express appreciation for individual teachers, for 
the varied and engaging programme of remote learning, and/or for the welfare 
support provided by the school. We are also equally appreciative of the efforts you 
have made, at home, to maintain a positive and dedicated attitude towards learning. 
  
Lockdown Commentary 

We can all be confident that any pupil who has thoroughly completed their remote 
learning tasks will be able to return to the classroom with assurance, knowing that 
their academic progress has not been hindered. One of the most significant benefits 
of using Google Classroom to post the remote learning activities is that all the tasks 
remain available and can be revisited for consolidation or completion, as needs be. 
We do not need to be anxious that there is a need for any substantial ‘catch up’.  It 
should be noted, that previous work set, will not be marked; nevertheless, it would be 
beneficial for your child to complete the work to layer their learning. 

  

Year Group assemblies and returning pupils have conveyed that they have missed 
their friendships, sport and clubs.  Please see what our six pupils have commented 
after returning to school:  http://beamcountyprimaryschool.org/year-6 
  
Since ‘closure’ in March, our teachers have ensured their pupils have had access to 
online learning activities and our website has signposted pupils and parents to the 
sites that provide beneficial learning activities.  Maths Factor and Bug Club have 
been mentioned by most of our parents as a crucial learning resource and are 
extremely grateful that the school had purchased these fantastic learning resources.  
  
We do know that pupils miss the affirmation of their teachers: our classrooms are 
places of motivation and encouragement, as well as instruction. We will continue to 
provide support, guidance and feedback to individual pupils remotely and welcome 
the additional encouragement that you will also be providing at home. 
  
Our teachers have explored and utilised a variety of technologies to support remote 
learning. There is no doubt that different subjects and topics suit varying 
approaches. We are still refining our provisions and, to this effect, have sent out a 
questionnaire to gauge which social media platform you use, so that we can further 
improve our communication regarding online learning.   
  
For some pupils, they have demonstrated high levels of commitment to online 
learning and have received a certificate in recognition of this – well done to those 
pupils (and parents)!  On the whole, parents have communicated that Google 
Classroom has been useful as they are able to select and order their tasks, during 
the day, according to home circumstances. 
  
It was generally felt that whilst Zoom and MSTeams have their place, it would have 
been difficult for their child to attend a lesson at a specified time as the shared 
computer may have been in use 
As a school, we have prioritised wellbeing and maintained regular, in some instances 
daily, contact with pupils and parents. Year group assemblies have also been 

http://beamcountyprimaryschool.org/year-6


instrumental in keeping morale up. Whilst many have thrived, none of us should 
under-estimate the difficulties faced by some students and families across the last 
few months. 
  
Onsite provision 
Time on-site has allowed us to make the return for our Year 1 and Year 6 pupils an 
enjoyable one.  Pupils have had the opportunity to socialise and receive instructional 
learning. 
  
September opening 
If you have been following the national news, you will know that yesterday the 
Department for Education released its “Guidance for full opening – schools”. 
Sections of the guidance had been previously leaked, so some elements come as no 
surprise. Other aspects of the guidance have been very selectively reported: this has 
not always been helpful. It is, of course, highly likely that this guidance will be altered 
or supplemented before the Autumn. Local conditions may also necessitate 
additional constraints, as has been the case in Leicester – let us hope not. 
  
The full 35 pages are publicly available. We are reading them very closely, paying 
careful attention to what schools ‘must’ do (requirements) as distinct from ways in 
which schools ‘might’ achieve it (guidance). 
  
School attendance in September will be mandatory.  For now, we will continue to 
plan for a fully normal school timetable for all pupils. Initially the curriculum will focus 
on Wellbeing, English, Maths, Physical Activity, Art and Design.  This will form the 
basis of our delivery during next academic year and at some point, I anticipate we 
will resume all elements of our established programme of provision. 
  

You will receive another letter tomorrow which will include details of staffing changes, 

which class your child be in and remote parent consultation day arrangement.    
 
 
Confirmation of arrangements for September will follow during August.  I would, 
however, ask for your patience, as I do not intend finalising these exact details until 
mid-August, once all the parameters are known. I do not consider it helpful to publish 
and then withdraw one proposal after another. 

  
  
Kind regards, 
  
  
Ms. T Whittington 
 


