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21st August 2020 
Dear Parents,  

September opening: start of term  

I hope that you and your family are well.  Since we last saw all of our pupils in March it has been a challenging 

period. I would again, like to express my admiration for the exceptional work undertaken by our staff team in 

sustaining learning and pastoral support across the entire period of ‘lockdown’. At every stage, we have opened 

our doors to as many pupils as the various waves of ‘relaxation’ have allowed.  

I am writing to let you know about the arrangements our school will have in place for September, with 

information on how children will be learning in a safe and secure way during the school day.  

As you will be aware, the Government has asked all schools to reopen fully on Wednesday 2nd September, and it 

is expected that all children, in years 1 – 6, will return on this date. There may be penalties for parents/carers 

who choose to keep their children at home. 

The following points lay out the strategies we will use to ensure our children and staff are safe as we welcome 

them back. These points are informed by latest guidance (released by the DfE on August 7th) and discussions 

with staff. It is important for all of us to keep the risks in perspective whilst we diligently observe hygiene rules 

laid out below. 

Beam has set out to minimise the amount of contact between different classes, reduce the number of occasions 

when larger groups assemble, and has put in place a series of other risk-reduction measures. Every classroom is 

equipped with a ‘sanitation station’ (either sinks in class or antibacterial dispensers).  Cleaning rotas have been 

revised and the use of shared spaces limited. Staff have been provided with a detailed risk-assessment and 

extensive operational guidance.  

All pupils will be taught by their class teacher; and where relevant specialist teaching will be taught as a class on 

the same day as their year group bubble. The logistical challenges are significant, but have been resolved by 

staggered morning and afternoon access and egress times; staggered break-times and lunchtimes.  

The following information contain key details for you, as parents, but also for all of our pupils. Please talk 

through this letter with your child.  

The risk assessment, will be published on our website in the next couple of days. Any updates to this over the 

summer will be published on the website.  

We all look forward to welcoming all of our pupils and thank you for your continued support. 

Yours faithfully, 

          Miss T A Whittington   (Headteacher) 
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Start of term  
PE kit will need to be brought in every Monday and returned home on Friday to be washed.  
 
Travel  
Pupils will be actively encouraged to cycle or walk to school and to avoid public transport wherever 
possible. Pupils should undertake their journeys solo or accompanied by those in the same year group, as 
far as practicable.  
We have bike storage, please ensure that your child wears a helmet and has a bike lock.  
 
Uniform, bags, coats  
Normal uniform will be required.  Coats may be worn to/from school, however these will be removed on 
arrival at school and placed on the back of your child’s chair (aside from EYFS). School bags containing the 
least possible necessary equipment are expected: personal equipment should not be shared between 
pupils.  
 
Lockers in KS2 are available – you will receive a separate email regarding this.   
 
Whilst guidance indicates that uniform does not need to be cleaned any more often than usual, nor do 
they need to be cleaned using methods which are different from normal.  The NHS site advises that clothes 
and towels can spread germs and that a normal wash with detergent will be very effective at reducing the 
risk of transmitting any infection:  https://www.nhs.uk/common-health-questions/infections/can-clothes-
and-towels-spread-germs/ 
 
Arrival and Egress 
Please pay close attention to arrival and egress times.  To ensure that health and safety within the school is 
maintained it is imperative that you adhere to the following stipulated times: 
 
Year 6:  8:30 – 8:40 – 15:00 – 15:10 – Main reception  
Year 5:  8:40 – 8:50– 15:00 – 15:10 – Main reception 
Year 4:  8:50 – 9:00 – 15:10 – 15:20 – Red gate – KS2 playground (via cage) 
Year 3: 8:40 – 8:50 – 15:10 – 15:20 – Red gate – KS2 playground (via cage) 
Year 2: 8:40 – 8:50 – 15:05 – 15:15 – Blue gate– KS1 Front playground 
Year 1: 8:40 – 8:50 – 15:05 – 15:15– Blue gate– KS1 Front playground 
 
Year R: 9:00 – 9:10 – 14:55 – 15:05 – Nursery outdoor area.  
Reception to start 7th September – details to follow 
 
Nursery:  9:00 – 9:10 – 14:55 – 15:05 – Nursery entrance 

 Wednesday 16th September, Thursday 17th September and Friday 18th September (Morning 
session 9.00-11.00am and Afternoon session 1.00-3.00pm).  

 Children will then begin their full session on Monday 21st September (Morning session 8.30/9.00-
11.30am and Afternoon session 12.30-3.00/3.30pm) 

 Eligible children will begin their 30-hour provision from Wednesday 23rd September.  
 

Pupils who arrive late to school should proceed directly to the main office: they will be recorded as late, 
and the reasons will be investigated, subsequently, by the safeguarding team.  
 

https://www.nhs.uk/common-health-questions/infections/can-clothes-and-towels-spread-germs/
https://www.nhs.uk/common-health-questions/infections/can-clothes-and-towels-spread-germs/
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If you are late, collecting your child, please ensure that you contact the main office on 020 8270 4700.  To 
ensure the safety of all pupils your child will kept in their designated areas.  If we are unable to contact you 
and you have not advised us, your child will be taken to our after-school club and you will be charged 
accordingly.  
 
Face masks  
The DfE guidance is clear that face masks are not required in the school environment, except for when 
staff are dealing with close contact first aid or medical care.  
 
Surgical face masks or face coverings and any other PPE equipment may be worn by staff in the school 
based on the role of the adult and an individual’s health risk assessment 
 
All masks will be removed on arrival at school, and each pupil must have a separate clean plastic bag 
exclusively for the safe containment of the mask during the school day. Masks used on public transport 
should be daily disposable or washed frequently.  
 
Pupil movement  
All pupil movement should maximise the outdoor space. Journeys between school areas have been 
reduced, but should utilise the nearest exit and involve walking outside the buildings where feasible.  
 
Shared spaces  
The dining hall, small and large sports hall, library, ICT suite etc. will be on a rota basis, so that only certain 
year groups are allocated on a particular day. Classes will be instructed to ‘wipe down’ their own ICT 
equipment after use.  Staff will be given antibacterial wipes for class use.   
 
Additional/extra-curricular activities  
Any activities being considered must involve single year groups, which includes ensuring that single year 
groups work together, and not conflict with the principles of minimising contact and social mixing.  Hands 
will be washed prior to and after the activity.   
 
Parent contact   
Teachers will still be the first point of contact for parents.  Please email office@beam.bardaglea.org.uk 
advising that you wish to speak to your child’s teacher, so that a telephone meeting can be arranged; or if 
you have a concern please complete the parental concern form:   
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=noiJDDX00EWYayGZ58m1X41ek1W4jKJNtFFNyAcP
Db5UQ0JYUUNTRDhSV1Y0TFNDWFlSNjlEQ1ZBNy4u 
 
 

mailto:office@beam.bardaglea.org.uk
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=noiJDDX00EWYayGZ58m1X41ek1W4jKJNtFFNyAcPDb5UQ0JYUUNTRDhSV1Y0TFNDWFlSNjlEQ1ZBNy4u
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