
6th January 2020 
  
 
 
Dear Parent, 
  
This email contains important information, please read it in its entirety. 
  
On Monday evening (4th January 2021), at the same time as you did, I heard the 
Prime Minister announce the closure of schools. Yet again, we were given no 
advance notice for parents or for those of us who lead schools. 
  
Few details were provided in the announcement: it is, still, not even entirely clear 
when this ‘school closure’ will end.  I would like to clarify, however, that the school is 
not closed (nor is any other school).  In fact, staff, have found it incredibly tiring 
maintaining teaching and learning in this manner; coupled with the fact that staff 
members may be poorly or shielding and are unable to work; also, we too have 
families and loved ones that we wish to keep safe.  
  
  
Remote Learning 
  
Before Christmas, you should have received passwords for your child’s, various, 
online learning platforms.  As mentioned previously, your child has accessed Google 
Classroom whilst in school during the Autumn term, so they should be familiar with 
the process.  
 
To ease with the submitting of work, your child, if in Key Stage 2, was given a 
blended learning book.  They are to record their responses neatly into this book; take 
a photograph of it and upload it for submission. If you would like a blended learning 
book for your child, please email the school office and in the subject line, 
write:  blended learning book.  A member of staff will contact you and advise when 
you can collect the exercise book.  
  
Our teaching staff have reviewed the research evidence regarding the most effective 
methods of securing high quality remote learning. Not all lessons will have the same 
approach: this will vary according to the content, context and skills being developed. 
Pupils can look forward to a blend of independent learning activities, some elements 
of live-streamed coaching/direction, recorded videos and recordings of teacher 
explanations, the use of on-line teaching tools and more. 
  
We know that some pupils may require assistance with aspects of remote learning. 
Our Learning Support team will make regular (typically, daily) contact with these 
individuals. 
  
In addition, a member of staff within your child’s year group will also be on hand, for 
those others who we do not have contact with. Please remember with approximately 
84 pupils in a year group, individual contact cannot be made with every pupil as 
frequently as might be wished. (Likewise, please recognise that our teaching staff 



have responsibility for face to face teaching, off site marking, planning for a new 
delivery for the curriculum, etc.). 
  
In addition, we are already making on-site provision for children of critical workers 
and those defined as vulnerable pupils - this will continue indefinitely. 
  
  
Get internet access 
DfE is working in partnership with mobile network operators to help schools support 
certain pupils in years 3 to 11 who rely on a mobile internet connection when their 
face-to-face education is disrupted by coronavirus (COVID-19). 
  
Some families may be able to benefit from free increases to their mobile data if 
they’re a customer of either: 

·         EE 
·         Three 
·         Sky Mobile 
·         SMARTY 
·         Tesco Mobile 
·         Virgin Mobile 
  
More providers may join the scheme soon. 
  
The amount of data available to families will vary by provider. Data will be 
increased until the end of July 2021. 
  
Schools, trusts and local authorities will be able to request these free mobile data 
increases for families during the spring and summer 2021 terms if they’re 
experiencing disruption to face-to-face education. 
  
DfE is also giving schools, trusts and local authorities 4G wireless routers that 
they can lend to disadvantaged children in the event of disruption to education. If 
you feel that you are eligible, please email the school 
office:  office@beam.bardaglea.org.uk ; in the subject line write 4G Wireless 
Router. 
  

  
Devices 
As a school, we have tried our best to prioritise our most vulnerable and 
disadvantaged children. Throughout the pandemic we have requested information 
from you in regards to access to devices, such as tablets and laptops, and access to 
the internet. Unfortunately, we have a very limited number of devices and must have 
a strict criterion for who is able to borrow a laptop. We have issued all our current 
supply of laptops to the families who responded first and met the criteria. We now 
have a waiting list for children requesting devices. If you feel you meet the criteria 
and should therefore be made a priority, we welcome an application for Free School 
Meals (Pupil Premium). You can find out more and apply at this link 
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/financial-support-for-pupils-and-students. If you do not meet 
this criteria, we cannot guarantee a laptop can be made available for your child. 
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FSM 
Without any further updates from the government, we have contacted parents in 
receipt of Free School Meals to advise that meals are available and these parents 
have been given a time slot for their child to collect their meal.  
  
Moving forward, we are planning to implement weekly food parcels which will contain 
a balance of items from the different food groups, to reflect a healthy balanced diet 
for a child.  
  
  
SATS 
The initial plan was for all primary school tests to take place as normal in 2021, but 
last month the Government scrapped SATs for Key Stage 1 pupils and insisted thear 
Key Stage 2 tests would go ahead. However, with the pandemic developing further, 
the decision has been taken to scrap all SATs this year. 
  
  
Help and support for families in financial difficulties.  

https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/community-food-clubs  
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/events/homes-and-money-hub-helpline-10  
  

Parent Gym  

Eight short digital, bite-sized modules which parents can access on their phones or 

devices, to help families stay calm and positive through the coming weeks.  

https://parentgym.com/workouts/  

Parenting through uncertainty Facebook page:  

A group bringing parents together to share stories, thoughts, tips and ideas on how 

to get through these challenging times.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/148481499806766  

  
  
And, finally, so many of you have spoken to me and written notes of thanks and 
support. On behalf of the school, this is appreciated! 
 
Please know that you too, our parents, have the support of this school: we do 
understand that, for many families, the last year has not been easy. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
  
Miss Whittington 
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