
Dear Parents, 
 
Thank you again for your sustained support. It is unusual to be writing to you on New Year’s 
Day; but over the last few days, there has been a raft of last-minute announcements from the 
Government regarding the provision in schools for the new term. 
 
This message serves primarily to confirm that Beam County Primary School will now 
open on Monday 18th January 2021.  
 
The challenges of providing education during the pandemic have been very apparent. In 
recent weeks, increasing numbers of pupils and staff have been required to self-isolate. 
Although we have been able to provide access to remote learning for isolating pupils at all 
times, disruption in the continuity of learning has been very evident.   
 
Yesterday, I virtually met with other Headteachers in Barking and Dagenham along with the 
local authority’s public health advisor and with the Senior Leadership Team at Beam. Our 
purpose was to plan for the start of the new term in circumstances where infection rates are 
high, particularly amongst the 30 – 44 age ranges. The impact for primary schools is that the 
Covid transmission is likely to, therefore, stem from households; and not from the school 
community. It is, therefore, vital that if a member in your family (bubble) displays Covid 
symptoms that they are tested. Similarly, it is crucial that if you are near the school that you 
wear your face mask to prevent further transmission.  
 
As young children are predominantly asymptomatic and to ensure the health and safety of 
staff, we will be encouraging all our staff to be tested, in good time before returning to the 
classroom.   
We also recognise the importance of sustaining an on-site offer for all the children of 
‘critical- workers’ and those identified as ‘vulnerable’. Our premises will be open every 
school day for this cohort ONLY. If you fall into this category, you will have already been 
contacted by the school, so that we can confirm your attendance in advance. If you believe 
that you fall into this category and you have not been contacted, please email the 
office:  office@beam.bardaglea.org.uk.  
 
We look forward to welcoming all our pupils back on the 18th; and, in the meantime, we will 
continue to refine and develop our provision of remote blended learning for those studying at 
home.    
 
Before we broke up for the Christmas break most of you should have received an email 
confirming your child’s login details for the array of online learning platforms that we have. 
Additionally, your child has been given a home learning book to write in so that a photograph 
of the work can be taken and uploaded onto Google Classroom. Please ensure that your child 
checks Google Classroom on Tuesday 5th January.  
 
With all best wishes for the New Year!  
  
Miss Whittington (Headteacher)  
	


