
22nd February 2021  

 

Dear Parent,  

 

Thank you, once again, to all members of our school community – pupils, parents, and staff – 

for responding to the challenges of the last year with such positive resolve.  

 

You will all be aware that the Prime Minister has announced, this afternoon, a ‘roadmap’ that 

included details regarding the wider re-opening of schools (even though some 'leaked 

versions’ of this plan had been widely distributed through the mainstream media). The formal 

announcement contains early indications of what will now happen. 

 

Any news of a return to school for all children should be seen as a welcome prospect. It 

would be naive, however, not to recognise that none of us would want to return to the waves 

of self-isolation for pupils and staff that impacted our on-site provision in 

December.   Additionally, whilst providing on-site provision, we have implemented a number 

of health and safety protocols that we would like to continue - if feasible.  

 

Our obligation as a school is to give due regard to the announcement, but also to apply the 

sector-specific guidance from the Department for Education (67 pages – just published). 

Please do not assume that what has been announced will necessarily translate, exactly as 

presented, into what will happen.  

 

As Headteacher, I have scheduled meetings tomorrow – Tuesday – with the Chair of 

Governors (Ms. Sevim Ekmekci) and with the Senior Leadership Team on Wednesday.  

 

Also, tomorrow, the local authority has also scheduled a meeting for all headteachers in 

Barking and Dagenham with the local Director of Public Health: his advice will inform our 

local decisions and ensure that there is a joint approach across our community. 

 

Please be patient: a full detailed school-level response will not be ready for several days, but 

will be communicated at the earliest opportunity.  

 

Kind regards,  

 

Ms. T Whittington 
 


