
Dear Parents,    
   
March 8th opening for the wider school   
   
We have been greatly encouraged by the many expressions of thanks and 
appreciation. This letter provides a small number of additional clarifications and 
guidance for the weeks ahead.  
  
I would again, like to express my admiration for the exceptional work undertaken by 
the Beam staff team in sustaining learning and pastoral support across the entire 
period of ‘lockdown’.   
   
This email is to let you know about the arrangements our school will have in place for 
Monday, with information on how children will be learning in a safe and secure way 
during the school day.    
   
As you will be aware, the Government has asked all schools to reopen fully 
on Monday 8th March, and it is expected that all children will return on this date. 
There may be penalties for parents/carers who choose to keep their children at 
home.   
   
The DfE guidance advises schools to update their risk assessments prior to the 
wider re-opening of schools from 8th March. We have updated Barking and 
Dagenham’s generic risk assessment to reflect the additional measures that we have 
put in place. The March risk assessment is available by pressing here.  
   
Beam has set out to minimise the amount of contact between different classes, 
reduce the number of occasions when larger groups assemble, and has put in place 
a series of other risk-reduction measures. Every classroom is equipped with a 
‘sanitation station’ (either sinks in class or antibacterial dispensers).  Cleaning rotas 
have been revised and the use of shared spaces limited. Staff have been provided 
with a detailed risk-assessment and extensive operational guidance.    
   
For pupils in years 3, 4 and 5 being collected by ONE parent we have introduced a 
new one-way system.  The parent, wearing a face mask, will:   

 walk through the ‘cage’ netball courts into the main playground.     
 Wait 2 metres apart from their child’s class line (please socially distance from 

each other)   
 Exiting is, as usual ,via the bike shed   

Staff will be in the playground to guide where you will walk.     
   
All pupils will be taught by their class teacher; and where relevant specialist teaching 
is being taught, it will be as a class, on the same day as their year group bubble. The 
logistical challenges are significant; but have been resolved by staggered morning 
and afternoon access and egress times; staggered break-times and lunchtimes.    
   
Games and PE   
Pupils are to wear their correct school uniform every day.  Your child’s PE kit will 
need to be brought in every Monday and returned home on Friday to be washed.    
   

http://beamcountyprimaryschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Beam-Covid-19-RA-March-2021-V1-parent-version.pdf


Travel    
Pupils will be actively encouraged to cycle or walk to school and to avoid public 
transport wherever possible. Pupils should undertake their journeys solo or 
accompanied by those in the same year group, as far as practicable.    
   
We have extensive bike storage, please ensure that your child wears a helmet and 
has a bike lock.    
   
Uniform, bags, coats    
Normal uniform will be required.  Coats may be worn to/from school; however, these 
will be removed on arrival at school and placed on the back of your child’s chair 
(aside from EYFS). School bags containing the least possible necessary equipment 
are expected: personal equipment should not be shared between pupils.    
   
Lockers in KS2 are available – please email kgregory@beam.bardaglea.ork.uk for 
further information.     
   
Whilst guidance indicates that uniform does not need to be cleaned any more often 
than usual, nor do they need to be cleaned using methods which are different from 
normal.  The NHS site advises that clothes and towels can spread germs and that a 
normal wash with detergent will be very effective at reducing the risk of transmitting 
any infection:  https://www.nhs.uk/common-health-questions/infections/can-clothes-and-

towels-spread-germs/   
   
Arrival and Egress   
Please pay close attention to arrival and egress times.  To ensure that health and 
safety within the school is maintained it is imperative that you adhere the 
following stipulated times:   
   

Clever Cats:   8:50 – 15:10    Red gate (via cage)  

Atlantis: 8:50 -  15:10    Atlantis Room  

Year 6:           8:30 – 15:00     Main reception    

Year 5:           8:40 – 15:00    Main reception-(parent collection via red gate) 

Year 4:           8:50 – 15:15   Red gate (via cage)   

Year 3:           8:40 – 15:05 Red gate (via cage)   

Year 2:           8:40 – 15:05 Front playground   

Year 1:           8:40 – 15:00 Front playground   

Reception 8.50 – 14:50 – a.m. front playground (wait until years 1 & 2 
have entered first then the Reception team will 
invite into the playground) 
 
p.m. – Collect from child’s classroom 

Nursery AM 8.30 / 9.00 – 
11.30 

Nursery Entrance 

Nursery PM 12.30 –  
03:00 / 3:30 

Nursery Entrance 

Nursery AD 8.30 / 9.00 – 
03:00 / 03.30 

Nursery Entrance 
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Pupils who arrive late to school should proceed directly to the main office: they will 
be recorded as late, and the reasons will be investigated, subsequently, by the 
safeguarding team.    
   
If you are late, collecting your child, please ensure that you contact the main office 
on 020 8270 4700.  To ensure the safety of all pupils your child will kept in their 
designated areas.  If we are unable to contact you and you have not advised us, 
your child will be taken to our after-school club and you will be charged 
accordingly.    
 
 
  

Additional/extra-curricular activities    
Any activities being considered must involve single year groups, which includes 
ensuring that single year groups work together, and not conflict with the principles of 
minimising contact and social mixing.  Hands will be washed prior to and after the 
activity.     
   
Parent contact     
Teachers will still be the first point of contact for parents.  Please 
email office@beam.bardaglea.org.uk advising that you wish to speak to your child’s teacher 

or if you have a concern please here to complete the parental concern form.   
   
Asymptomatic testing   
On Sunday 28th February, the Department of Health and Social Care 
(DHSC) announced that households with children of school-age will get free 
equipment to test themselves at home “to help find more Covid-19 cases and break 
chains of transmission” as pupils return to school from March 8.   
   
However, in an email update sent to me, yesterday – Thursday 4th March, the DfE 
warns that schools “should not give test kits to parents, carers or household 
members and should not order more test kits for this purpose”.    
Instead, families should access tests via:   

 their own employers (if they offer staff testing),    
 by attending a local test site,    
 by collecting testing kits from a local site or    
 by ordering them online.     

As with the tests for pupils, testing of family members is encouraged, but not 
mandatory.   
Some parents have queried why they were not informed before regarding testing:   

1. We are not a secondary school, and it is not mandatory.  Knowing that we 
have a supportive school community, the request was to ensure that any 
asymptomatic pupils are identified so that ALL children and staff members are 
kept even safer.   

2. Testing needs to be conducted over the weekend (particularly when using the 
rapid lateral flow tests) because this is nearer to the Monday, when your 
children will be resuming school.    

3. As noted above, we were waiting to receive the lateral flow test kits to 
distribute to parents, as opposed to parents attending testing sites.  But we 
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received last minute guidance not to distribute the school’s lateral flow test 
kits.   

Finally, I am not alone in anticipating, with considerable delight, seeing all our pupils 
back in school. With your help, and their consistent attention to all the recommended 
guidelines, we can only hope that this is the beginning of the end of Covid disruption 
- at last!  
   
   
Yours faithfully,   
   
   
   
   
T. Whittington   
 


