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9th September 2022 
  
 Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Welcome! It was a delight to welcome a full return to school at the beginning of this week 
and can confirm that the 8:30 soft start continues to be a huge success.  
 
We trust that the holiday time was relaxing, refreshing and productive for all our families. 
Nonetheless, we know that most pupils, at the end of six weeks, find it is very good to be 
back in school: enjoying lessons, cultivating friendships and becoming immersed in the 
additional school activities. 
 
Absence/Public Health  
It is very good to be starting a new school year, welcoming our pupils and beginning our full 
calendar of activities without having to make reference to any new Public Health 
announcements or restrictions! Let us all hope that this remains the case; but – in the 
meantime – please remember that whilst we do encourage full attendance, it is important 
that pupils who are unwell do take the necessary time at home for their own benefit and to 
protect the school community.  
 
Queen Elizabeth II 

We will be holding special assemblies on Monday to reflect on the 
Queen's life and legacy. 
 
Within the local authority of Barking and Dagenham, there are 
opportunities to sign books of condolence either physically or 
online (https://www.royal.uk/).   
 
As a public event, the local Proclamation Ceremony takes place on 
Sunday 11th September, at 1pm on the steps of the Civic Centre/CU 
London Dagenham.   Further details will be on the website: 
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/proclamation-sunday-11-september 
 

Councillor Darren Rodwell, the Leader of Barking and Dagenham Council, has said the whole 
borough will be united in grief at the passing of Her Majesty, The Queen. 
Cllr Rodwell said: 

“Our borough, the country and the world I’m sure will be united in grief with the 
news of Her Majesty’s passing. 
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“In 2015, the Queen visited the borough to mark our 50th anniversary as a London 
Borough and thousands flocked to see her. 

“Meeting the Queen was undoubtedly one of the proudest moments of my life and 
certainly the highlight to date of my time as Leader of the Council. 
“For 70 years the Queen reigned with grace, dignity and wisdom and she will be 
sorely missed worldwide.” 

The formal notification of her death was issued on 8 September 2022 by Buckingham 
Palace. In line with official protocol and as a mark of respect the Union Flag is flying at half-
mast at the Town Hall and will remain so until the official Proclamation, when it will be 
flown at full mast from 11am until sunset. It will then be lowered again to half-mast until 
sunset on the day of the funeral, the date and arrangements for which will be announced in 
due course. 

There are of course opportunities for you to pay your respects locally. 

Books of condolence are available for members of the public to sign. The books are open 
from 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday at Barking Town Hall and Dagenham Library at the 
Heathway (which will also be open on Saturdays). In addition, a Borough online condolence 
book is available. Buckingham Palace have also published an online book of condolence on 
the Royal Family website. 

The books will be available to sign until the day after the funeral. 

More information on the local proclamation event will be available on Barking and 
Dagenham’s website soon. 

Online book of condolence | London Borough of Barking and Dagenham (lbbd.gov.uk) 
  
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/proclamation-sunday-11-september 
  
I hope this information is helpful to you. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

T. Whittington 
Miss T Whittington 


