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          20th January 2023 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
RE: Industrial Action Update 
 
As you may have seen in the news on Monday, the teacher members of the National 
Education Union (NEU) in England and Wales and support staff in Wales have voted 
overwhelmingly for strike action. 
 
There are potentially four days of action that will impact schools : 

• Wednesday, the 1st of February.  
• Thursday the 2nd of March,  
• Wednesday 15th March   
• Thursday the 16th of March. 

 
We fully appreciate that there are different views related to industrial action. The unions 
have advised that this action has been called to highlight their feeling about the following : 

• The national shortage of teachers: Schools need help to recruit specialist and trained 
teachers.  

• ASCL General Secretary Geoff Barton said: 
 

"The issues of teacher pay, recruitment and retention, school funding, and pupil outcomes 
are all linked. Without adequate pay, we cannot recruit and keep the teachers we need, and 
without the money to pay them, schools will be unable to maintain current levels of 
provision, and educational standards will be at risk". 

 
The lack of funding for schools to cover the increased cost of teachers' wages means that 
schools have to spend on resources and facilities, directly impacting your chi ld's experience 
and education. 

 
The Government has made it clear that it is disappointed by this action and that schools 
should act to minimise the potential disruption whilst ensuring the safety of students . 

 
I wanted to get in touch with you promptly as the impact of the industrial action will mean 

that you may need to consider additional childcare arrangements on these dates . 
 

 



We are assessing the impact this may have at Beam, and we will inform parents/families 
of this at the earliest opportunity. Nevertheless, so far, we can advise that: 
 

•  There will be no after-school clubs or provisions on Wednesday 1st of February, 
and the school will close at 3:30 pm.  

• Pupils in 6LW are not to attend school.  
 

Whilst, as a school, we regret any inconvenience this may cause, we must respect that 
members of any professional association/union have the right to take this action following a 
legal ballot. Of course, the commitment of our staff body to your children remains as high as 
ever, and we support any decisions that staff make.  
 
While trade unions have informed their members of their intention to strike, there is also 
the possibility that the strikes may take place through ongoing negotiations.   
 

I will keep you informed as the situation develops. 
 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Miss Whittington 
Headteacher 
 
 


